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Introduction 
 
The purpose of Religious Education at St Patrick’s School is to nurture the 
Catholic Faith and its teaching in our children.  By helping them to live this 
faith, we hope to encourage our children to develop a better relationship with 
God and others around them. 
 
Central to our ethos are the opportunities for prayer and worship which lie at 
the heart of our faith.  We will endeavour to promote and encourage these at 
every level, together with the skills and attitudes necessary to live out the 
Christian message in the modern world. 
 
Religious Education (RE) should promote pupils’ cultural, emotional and 
spiritual development and prepare children for the opportunities and 
responsibilities that are to come.  This should be in the context of a moral and 
ethical Christian framework. 
 
RE is a core subject at St Patrick’s School.  It is delivered mainly through the 
Religious Education Programme The Way, The Truth and The Life, Caritas in 
Action, Values Education and HRSE.  It is also encouraged through links with 
home, the Parish Church, the local community and other subject areas, 
especially PSHE.  We believe that all aspects of RE should be woven into the 
fabric of school life. 
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We recognise that everyone at St Patrick’s School, staff, children and parents 
and Governors are on their own personal journey of faith. 
 
Aims 
 

• To introduce children to the mystery of the Eucharist through Mass. 

• To provide staff and children with the knowledge, understanding and 
awareness of the Catholic faith and its beliefs 

• To enable staff and children to communicate with God through prayer 
and scripture 

• To enable staff and children to develop their spirituality 

• To help staff and children to explore and express their sense of awe 
and wonder at the world God has created 

• To understand core values and live these out in their everyday lives 

• To develop a sense of silence and stillness 

• To encourage staff and children to respect those holding different 
beliefs 

• To help staff and children grow in awareness of themselves and to 
develop a positive attitude to their own emotions, life and learning 

• To enable staff and children to grow in their awareness of others and to 
develop relationships in a secure and supportive environment 

• To become aware of issues involving justice and the rights of the 
individual.   
 

RE is a core subject and should cover 10% of the curriculum.  This can be 
carried out in several shorter sessions throughout the week or in two longer 
sessions.  This time does not include time spent in collective worship.  The 
Way, The Truth and The Life programme is used to deliver the curriculum, but 
other resources can be used alongside it.  During each year six topics will be 
taught each term.  There is a whole school approach with everyone covering 
the topics at the same time.  Additionally, the children engage in Values 
Education which focuses upon Gospel values.  There is a different value each 
month.  Displays should reflect the current topic. Each teacher should have a 
copy of the St Patrick’s RE Handbook.   
 
Leadership of Religious Education 
 
Religious Education is the responsibility of the R.E. subject leader and the 
Headteacher. Their role is to monitor and assess the R.E. curriculum 
throughout the school to ensure continuity and progression. They also ensure 
that the aims and learning outcomes in the Curriculum Directory are identified 
and fulfilled. A school governor (Margaret Murphy) has specific responsibility 
for R.E. and liaises closely with the staff of the school to fulfil their monitoring 
duties. 
 
Planning and Assessment 
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The assessment of Religious Education at our school is designed to assist our 
children's learning and to enable them to strive for a feeling of confidence and 
success in their understanding of the Catholic faith 

 
Planning is available on the Staff computer network.  An overview of each 
term’s planning will be distributed by the RE Co-ordinator showing the 
timescale for each topic and important dates and events of the coming term. 

 
Assessment is mainly through an APP approach but can take the form of a 
quiz, pictures, diagrams; brainstorms or any other format the teacher feels 
would help their summative assessment and which supports equal 
opportunities.  ICT can be a useful way of extending the children’s learning, 
as it is a valuable resource and gives opportunities for varied presentation. 

 
Monitoring 

 
The RE Subject Leader will monitor work through regular observations of 
lessons and books and through pupil progress meetings and attainment 
tracking. (RE is included in whole school tracking of core subjects updated 
termly.) 

 
At St Patrick’s, we believe that academic achievement is as necessary in RE 
as in any subject.  Additionally, the spiritual and emotional development and 
learning, which are not always possible to assess using formal methods, are 
an integral part of Religious Education. 
Progress is monitored through discussion, questioning, posing problems and 
giving opportunities to present their knowledge to others in a variety of ways, 
e.g. class assemblies. Attainment level records are completed at the end of 
each half term to show children's levels of understanding. 
 
Equal Opportunities 

 
We believe that all children are entitled to equal access to the RE Curriculum.  
Children with learning disabilities and gifted and talented children should be 
allowed to express themselves according to their ability. We should be aware 
of children’s various cultural, social, and ethnic backgrounds and be sensitive 
in our approach and the use of materials. 
 
Collective Worship 
 
Prayer is an essential part of collective worship.  It is an important way of 
expressing our faith and talking to God.  Helping children to pray, to learn our  
prayers, explore different styles of prayer and enable children to write their 
own prayers are all important parts of RE. 
Children should be encouraged to participate in Monday and Tuesday 
morning assemblies, Key Stage assemblies, Whole School assemblies, 
special services, Masses on Holy Days of Obligation, Sunday Family Masses  
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and Masses for special occasions such as St Patrick’s Day.  This may include 
reading, drama, mime, bringing the Offertory, welcoming, distributing hymn 
books, dance, the use of instruments, singing and altar serving.  (See 
Collective Worship Policy). 

 
Parental Involvement 

 
We recognise and value the vital role of parents as the first educators of their 
children.  The school recognises it cannot teach our children without the co-
operation of our parents and they are in partnership with the teachers who 
have the professional skills to help parents in teaching our Catholic faith.  We 
endeavour to do this in an atmosphere of trust and confidence.  
During the year, parents and friends are invited to join us at many 
celebrations. 
An RE Newsletter is sent home at the beginning of each term to inform the 
parents of the topics for that term and how they can support their child’s 
spiritual growth, learning and understanding.  It also lists important dates and 
celebrations. At the end of the year we hold a goodbye ceremony to say 
farewell to anyone leaving us and to thank them for their contribution and 
commitment to the life of our school. Parents are always invited and 
welcomed to all our school celebrations which include school masses, class 
masses and assemblies. 
 
Prayer 
An essential part of the Catholic ethos of the school is the prayer life. The 
most important aspect of prayer for children is that they realise it is their way 
of communicating with God. Children are encouraged to pray in different ways 
according to their age and personal development. Children are introduced to a 
variety of different ways of praying: 

• quiet reflection / meditation 
• praying together 
• writing own prayers 
• prayers through music 
• learning traditional Christian / Catholic prayers 

Staff are encouraged to pray with children, and to be an example for them. 
Through prayer, we endeavour to develop our relationship with God. 
All classes have a prayer area which has displays of children's work. This 
area changes with the liturgical year. Class prayers are established 
throughout the school and each teacher uses prayers appropriate to age and 
ability of the class. Candles, pictures and objects are also used as a focus for 
prayer. Children take part in whole school assemblies where children and staff  
 
join together to pray. Children are encouraged to pray their own prayers. 
When there is no whole school assembly, classes will have daily acts of 
worship including pupil-led liturgy. 
 
Sacramental Preparation 
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Through our R.E. scheme, knowledge of all the sacraments is established, 
with special emphasis upon Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and 
Confirmation. Years 5 & 6 also learn about the Sacrament of the Sick and 
Holy Orders. The children are prepared in partnership with the parish for the 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion from Year 3.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is also led in partnership with the parish. 
Like the Sacrament of Communion, the preparation for Reconciliation starts at 
the beginning of the child's school life. It begins with the child's first 
experiences; teachers and helpers work towards a loving, caring and forgiving 
atmosphere in school. Pupils in Years 4-6 have the opportunity to participate 
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation in school during Lent.  
 
Discipline and Relationships 
We believe that children learn best when they are safe and happy. Good 
relationships between staff and children are paramount. We encourage open, 
honest discussion with children.  Particular care is taken when teaching R.E. 
to ensure that there is consistency between teaching and practice. 
 
Spiritual and Moral Development 
 
The religious character of our school is seen as giving shape to every aspect 
of school life, and especially the spiritual and moral development of our 
children. 
Spiritual development is understood as the development of all those aspects 
which enable us to appreciate goodness, beauty and truth. Through our 
teaching with specific focus on values, we enable children to reflect on their 
experiences of life. Through their awareness and understanding of 
themselves, they recognise God's action in their lives.  In addition, pupils are 
taught about the importance of the mission of the Church. Helping children to 
make their moral decisions is a crucial part of the formation of a moral 
conscience. Through our teaching, we aim to help children to have an 
understanding of the Gospel of Jesus and through self-awareness enable 
them to come to good moral judgements. Our Behaviour Policy is based on 
love and respect for the individual. 
 

 

Other Faiths 
 

St Patrick’s is a Roman Catholic school and therefore by the very religion that 
causes its existence, it must be a school that encourages tolerance, respect 
and care for all people, regardless of colour, race or creed. Whilst Religious 
Education at St Patrick’s is specifically of the Christian Roman Catholic 
tradition, we welcome input from other faiths and denominations. We 
appreciate how the beliefs and values of other faith communities can enrich 
our own spiritual existence.   
We believe that learning about other faiths and cultures is essential for a 
better understanding of our own faith and culture.  The emphasis should 
always be on similarities rather than differences. 
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